Framingham Public Library

Internet Use Policy

The Framingham Public Library promotes access to information, ideas, and commentary from around the globe, via use of the public Internet. Our policy is to provide patrons with access to constitutionally-protected material, subject to certain restrictions necessitated by the open-environment aspect of our Internet-enabled devices, and the Children’s Internet Protection Act (CIPA).

Internet access is unfiltered, except for the children’s computers in the Main Library’s Children’s Room. Parents should be aware that although the library has installed filtering software on these computers, oversight of a child’s access to the Internet is the sole responsibility of the parent or legal guardian. Library staff encourage caregivers to talk with their children about the safe use of Internet resources and the importance of maintaining the privacy of personal information. An Internet safety resource list is available at the Reference desks of both the Main Library and the McAuliffe Branch.

Rules for Internet Use on Framingham Public Library’s devices:

· Users must log in with a valid library card to use an Internet workstation, or, at the discretion of staff, with a Guest Pass.

· Library staff may implement time limits or other procedures to ensure fair access.

· It is prohibited to:

· use the library’s equipment for any illegal purpose.

· view graphic pornography.

· damage or alter the configurations of library equipment or software, or to attempt to bypass security or gain access to network resources without authorization

· willfully exploit the shared nature of library equipment to access data or accounts belonging to others.

· interfere with the comfort, security, or privacy of other library patrons.

· attempt unauthorized access to any wired or wireless network belonging to the City of Framingham, other than the public wireless Internet service offered by the Library.

Failure to observe the above rules may result in the revocation of Internet use privileges, and/or other sanctions imposed by the Framingham Public Library or law enforcement.
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