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Introduction

In June of 1700 the General Court of the Province of
Massachusetts approved the petition of Framingham Plantation
to incorporate a township known as Framingham. In his book,
Framingham: An American Town, Stephen Herring writes,
“Framingham is situated twenty miles due west of the bustling
seaport and capital city [Boston] in the direct path of all the
traditional forces of American history, including western migration,
the railroad era, immigration, industrialization, suburbanization,
and the rising dominance of technology in our lives. Thus, the
Framingham experience has been, to a large extent, the American
experience.”

The Local History Collection

The Local History Collection of the Framingham Public Library
has non-circulating materials in a variety of formats, which

focus on the history of Framingham and its residents, past and
present. These collections are described below and on the
Library’s website www.framinghamlibrary.org/referenc.htm#localhistory.
They are housed in the Framingham Room at the Main Library.
Catalogued materials are listed in the online catalog by author,
title, and subject. The reference staff is available to assist in the
use of catalogued and uncatalogued materials.

Histories

History of Framingham Massachusetts 1640-1885 by Josiah H.
Temple (1887) Temple's history spans 240 years and includes
an extensive genealogical register of Framingham residents
before 1860.

Framingham, an American Town by Stephen Herring
(2000) Published in the tercentennial year of the Town of
Framingham, Herring’s book is the fullest general history of
the town.

Framingham by Laurie Evans-Daly and David C. Gordon (1997)
Part of the Images of America Series, this photographic collection
captures many aspects of town history.

A Warren Road Neighborhood: a three hundred year history of the
settlement and development of a neighborhood in Framingham
Massachusetts, 1670-1970 by E. Otis Dyer (2006)

The collection also includes histories of Massachusetts, its cities
and towns, and the New England region.

Vertical File

An indexed collection of newspaper and magazine articles,
brochures, documents and printed memorabilia related to the
history, life and culture of Framingham Massachusetts and its
residents.

Highlights from the local history collection
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Framingham Nickel Plating Works, circa 1900

The vertical file includes information on major businesses located
in Framingham. Directories provide the location of businesses
and may include advertisements for these companies. The
Dennison Collection has information on the Dennison
Manufacturing Company, for many years one of Framingham’s
largest employers. The Round Robin, an illustrated company
newsletter issued monthly in the 1910s and 1920s, featured
stories on new developments and staff news. Instructional
pamphlets using Dennison products also are available.
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