Historical Fiction

The Book Thief by Markus Zusak

Trying to make sense of the horrors of World War Il, Death relates the
story of Liesel--a young German girl whose book-stealing and story-telling
talents help sustain her family and the Jewish man they are hiding, as well
as their neighbors.

Y FICTION ZUSAK

Recommended for Grade 9+

X: A Novel by llyasah Shabazz with Kekla Magoon

Malcolm X was born Malcolm Little. The story opens with his departure
from Michigan as a teen, though there are flashbacks to his younger
years. It follows Malcolm through his time in Boston and Harlem,
culminating with his conversion to Islam and his decision to change his
name while in prison in 1948.

Y FICTION Shabazz

Recommended for Grades 8+

Audacity by Melanie Crowder

A historical fiction novel in verse detailing the life of Clara Lemlich and
her struggle for women's labor rights in the early 20th century in New
York.

Y FICTION Crowder

Recommended for Grades 7+

Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys

In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are pulled from
their Lithuanian home by Soviet guards and sent to Siberia, where her
father is sentenced to death in a prison camp while she fights for her life,
vowing to honor her family and the thousands like hers by burying her
story in a jar on Lithuanian soil.

Y FICTION Sepetys

Recommended for Grades 8+



Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein

In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France and the
survivor tells a tale of friendship, war, espionage, and great courage as
she relates what she must to survive while keeping secret all that she
can.

Y FICTION Wein

Recommended for Grades 9+

Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson

In 1793 Philadelphia, sixteen-year-old Matilda Cook, separated from her
sick mother, learns about perseverance and self-reliance when she is
forced to cope with the horrors of a yellow fever epidemic.

Y HISTORICAL FICTION Anderson

Recommended for Grades 6-10

A Northern Light by Jennifer Donnelly

In 1906, sixteen-year-old Mattie, determined to attend college and be a
writer against the wishes of her father and fiance, takes a job at a summer
inn where she discovers the truth about the death of a guest.

Y HISTORICAL FICTION Donnelly

Recommended for Grades 8+

HLO&LRY": Number the Stars by Lois Lowry
S f | In 1943, during the German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie
Yo . learns how to be brave and courageous when she helps shelter her Jewish
,‘. 'E,.-.! i‘.E 4 friend from the Nazis.
-~ J /| YPBLowry
Recommended for Grades 3-7
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Out of the Easy by Ruta Sepetys

Josie, the seventeen-year-old daughter of a French Quarter prostitute, is
striving to escape 1950 New Orleans and enroll at prestigious Smith College
when she becomes entangled in a murder investigation.

Y FICTION Sepetys

Recommended for Grades 9+

Chains: Seeds of America by Laurie Halse Anderson

After being sold to a cruel couple in New York City, a slave named Isabel spies
for the rebels during the Revolutionary War.

Y FICTION Anderson

Recommended for Grades 6-10

A Mad, Wicked Folly by Sharon Biggs Waller

In 1909 London, as the world of debutante balls and high society obligations
closes in around her, seventeen-year-old Victoria must figure out just how much
is she willing to sacrifice to pursue her dream of becoming an artist.

- Y FICTION Biggs
| Recommended for Grades 9+

. Manor of Secrets by Katherine Longshore

Beautiful, wealthy, and sheltered Lady Charlotte Edmonds, sixteen, and
hardworking, clever kitchen maid Janie Seward are both ready for change, and
as their paths overlap in The Manor, rules are broken and secrets revealed that

~ will alter the course of their lives forever.

Y FICTION Longshore
Recommended for Grades 7+



A Death-Struck Year by Makiia Lucier

When the Spanish influenza epidemic reaches Portland, Oregon, in 1918,
17-year-old Cleo leaves behind the comfort of her boarding school to work for
the Red Cross.

Y FICTION Lucier

Recommended for Grades 8+

Always Emily: A Novel of Intrigue and Romance by Michaela MacColl

v ... .u.... Emiyand Charlotte Bronté are about as opposite as two sisters can be.

_ ' Charlotte is practical and cautious; Emily is headstrong and imaginative. But
Cﬂ,ﬂ{pﬂ ¢~ they do have one thing in common: a love of writing. This shared passion will

> 7 lead them to be two of the first published female novelists and authors of several

' ) enduring works of classic literature. But they're not there yet. First, they have to
figure out if there is a connection between a string of local burglaries, rumors
that a neighbor's death may not have been accidental, and the appearance on
the moors of a mysterious and handsome stranger.
Y FICTION MacColl
Recommended for Grades 7+

Curses and Smoke: A Novel of Pompeii by Vicky Alvear Shecter

Tagus is a medical slave who wants be a gladiator, Lucia is the daughter of
Tag's owner and betrothed to an older man, and the two teenagers are in love
with each other--but it is the year 79 and soon Vesuvius will alter their lives
forever.

Y HISTORICAL FICTION Shecter

Recommended for Grades 7+

el : ﬁéLa?St The Last Full Measure by Ann Rinaldi

e o |0 1863 Pennsylvania, fourteen-year-old Tacy faces the horrors of the Battle of
-l - Gettysburg while trying to stay out of the way of her brother David, who is in
charge while their father serves as a doctor in the Union army, and to keep her
'}ﬁ friend Marvelous, a free black, safe from rebel soldiers.
Y HISTORICAL FICTION Rinaldi
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Recommended for Grades 6-8

The Dog in the Wood by Monika Schroéder

As World War Il draws to an end, Russian soldiers occupy Schwartz, Germany,
bringing both friendship and hardship to the family of ten-year-old Fritz, whose
grandfather was a Nazi sympathizer, eventually forcing them to leave their farm,
then arresting Fritz's mother and her hired hand.

Y HISTORICAL FICTION Schroder

Recommended for Grades 4-6

| Far Traveler by Rebecca Tingle

After the death of her mother, Aethelflaed of Mercia, seventeen-year-old Aelfwyn
flees imprisonment by her uncle King Edward and, in the guise of a youthful bard,
plays her part in the resolution of the tangled political enmities of tenth century
Britain.

Y HISTORICAL FICTION Tingle

Recommended for Grades 7+

No Shame, No Fear by Ann Turnbull

In England in 1662, a time of religious persecution, fifteen-year-old Susanna, a
poor country girl and a Quaker, and seventeen-year-old William, a wealthy
Anglican, meet and fall in love against all odds.

Y HISTORICAL FICTION Turnbull

Recommended for Grades 8+

Navigating Early by Clare Vanderpool
Odyssey-like adventure of two boys' incredible quest on the Appalachian Trail
where they deal with pirates, buried secrets, and extraordinary encounters.

NAVIGATING

EARLY. Y HISTORICAL FICTION Vanderpool
Recommended for Grades 6-9




Distant Waves: A Novel of the Titanic by Suzanne Weyn

In the early twentieth century, five sisters and their widowed mother, a famed
spiritualist, travel from New York to London, and as the Titanic conveys them and
their acquaintances, journalist W.T. Stead, scientist Nikola Tesla, and industrialist
John Jacob Astor, home, Tesla's inventions will either doom or save them all.

Y HISTORICAL FICTION Weyn

Recommended for Grades 6+

Ashes of Roses by Mary Jane Auch
Sixteen-year-old Margaret Rose Nolan, newly arrived from Ireland, finds work at
New York City's Triangle Shirtwaist Factory shortly before the 1911 fire in which
1 146 employees died.
| Y HISTORICAL FICTION Auch
- Recommended for Grades 6-9

..E:HA j ..lé.‘NLE_:.UC

- B

Jefferson’s Sons: A Founding Father’s Secret Children by Kimberly Brubaker
Bradley

A fictionalized look at the last twenty years of Thomas Jefferson's life at Monticello
through the eyes of three of his slaves, two of whom were his sons by his slave,
Sally Hemings.

Y HISTORICAL FICTION Bradley

Recommended for Grades 6-9

Code Talker: a novel about the Navajo Marines of World War Two by Joseph
Bruchac

After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless
language, Ned Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to
become Code Talkers, sending messages during World War Il in their native
tongue.

Y HISTORICAL FICTION Bruchac

Recommended for Grades 5+




The Queen’s Daughter by Susan Coventry

A fictionalized biography of Joan of England, the youngest child of King Henry Il
of England and his queen consort, Eleanor of Aquitaine, chronicling her
complicated relationships with her warring parents and many siblings,
particularly with her favorite brother Richard the Lionheart, her years as Queen
consort of Sicily and her second marriage to Raymond VI, Count of Toulouse.
Y HISTORICAL FICTION Coventry

Recommended for Grades 9+
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